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(February 6, 2019) Munich has art in its DNA. For centuries, the Bavarian sovereigns 
gathered anything that they found beautiful and artistically significant in their capital 
city. In the 19th century, King Ludwig I laid the foundation for today’s Kunstareal (Art 
Quarter) with the opening of the Glyptothek* (Sculpture Gallery), the 
Antikensammlung (Collection of Antiquities), the Alte Pinakothek (Old Picture 
Gallery) and the Neue Pinakothek* (New Picture Gallery). When you take a look at 
the main works in the art museums in the area between Königsplatz (King’s Square) 
and Theresienstrasse, the range spans five millennia: From the dyad of King Niuserre 
in the Staatssammlung Ägyptischer Kunst (State Collection of Egyptian Art) 
through to Beuys' works in the Pinakothek der Moderne (Picture Gallery of Modern 
Art) and in the Lenbachhaus.
To draw attention to the city’s wonderful artistic attractions, the Kunstareal is 
celebrating with a party (July 13 and 14) in which the museums and exhibition houses, 
universities and galleries are participating with free-of-charge events 
(www.kunstareal.de).

In total, Munich has more than 60 museums and exhibition venues, including the Haus 
der Kunst (House of Art) and the Kunsthalle München (Munich Art Gallery). On the
following three pages and, once again but in greater detail in the appendix from page 
five onwards, you will find an extraordinarily attractive programme of exhibitions, 
festivals and artistic and creative platforms. 

*The Glyptothek and the Neue Pinakothek are closed until further notice due to 
renovation work.
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There are now two official guest cards which allow visitors to investigate the artistic, 
cultural and leisure opportunities in Munich in a relaxed and straightforward way: The 
München Card (Munich Card) and the München City Pass (Munich City Pass) 

(www.  einfach-muenchen.de/gaestekarten).

In 2019, too, the tourism campaign periods Frühling in München (Spring in Munich) 
(middle of February to the middle of May) and Kulturherbst (Autumn of Culture) 
(from the end of the Oktoberfest to the end of November) are again offering a 
particularly wide range of events in the spheres of art, culture, creativity and innovation.
For more information, please see: www.einfach-münchen.de

The Kunstareal is Buzzing – Exhibition Highlights 2019

The Pinakotheken (Picture Galleries) will work flat-out in 2019 so as to be able to 
offer their visitors a diverse range of exhibitions.
(www.pinakothek.de)

In 2019, the Alte Pinakothek will be paying particular attention to the first half of the 
17th century. Utrecht, Caravaggio und Europa, 1600 – 1630 ((Utrecht, Caravaggio 
and Europe, 1600 – 1630) will run from April 17 to July 21, 2019. There will then follow
the Anthonis van Dyck exhibition (October 25, 2019 to February 2, 2020) from 
October.

The range of exhibitions which Die Neue Sammlung – The Design Museum (The 
New Collection – The Design Museum) in the Pinakothek der Moderne is offering is 
very impressive. An additional exhibition area is planned there for spring/summer. 
Design will also become audible in the new Schaudepot (Display Storeroom). The 
acoustic dimension of design will also be the subject of The Sound of Design from 
February 21, 2019 to 31 December 2020.

Further exhibitions in Die Neue Sammlung – The Design Museum will deal with 
Reflex Bauhaus, 40 Objects – 5 Conversations from February 8, 2019 to February 
2, 2020, Schmuckismus (Jewelleryism) from March 16 to June 16, 2019 and Thonet 
& Design from May 17, 2019 to February 2, 2020. The ‘Anders Gesehen. 
Afrikanische Keramik aus der Sammlung S.K.H. Herzog Franz von Bayern’ (Seen 
in a different light. African ceramics from the collection of HRH Duke Franz of 
Bavaria) exhibition will then run from September 27, 2019 to March 29, 2020. It is an 
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exhibition based on a donation from the great-grandson of the last Bavarian king.

From March 19 to August 18, 2019 in its exhibition entitled Natur als Kunst (Nature as
Art), the Städtische Galerie (Urban Gallery) in the Lenbachhaus will be devoting itself 
to the question of how the landscape painters and photographers in the 19th century 
saw, painted and photographed nature. (www.lenbachhaus.de)

In 2019, the Museum Brandhorst (Brandhorst Museum) will celebrate its tenth 
anniversary. This museum showcases the greats of modern and contemporary art, 
such as Jean-Michel Basquiat, Sigmar Polke and Bruce Nauman. It has the largest 
collections of the works of Andy Warhol and Cy Twombly in Europe. In its anniversary 
year, the museum will be exhibiting new acquisitions and, from May 24, 2019 to April 
15, 2020, in the Forever Young exhibition. (www.museum-brandhorst.de)

If you would like to combine an excursion into the environs of Munich with enjoyment of
art, you would be well advised to visit the Königsklasse IV (Premium Class IV) 
exhibition from May 11 to October 3, 2019. Gegenwartskunst in Schloss 
Herrenchiemsee (Contemporary Art in the Herrenchiemsee Palace), Baroque 
splendour and unrendered brickwork – Ludwig II’s fairytale castle was never 
completed. In the bare brickwork of the northern wing, works of contemporary artists, 
such as Wolfgang Laib, Dan Flavin and Arnulf Rainer, which enter into an exciting 
dialogue with the historical architecture of the palace are shown. The Pinakothek der 
Moderne, in co-operation with the Bayerische Schlösserverwaltung (Bavarian Palace 
Administration Department), got the exhibition up and running.

International Outlook – the Kunsthalle München and the Haus 
der Kunst

Kunsthalle München (www.kunsthalle-muc.de)

The Samurai – Pracht des japanischen Rittertums (Magnificence of the Japanese 
Knighthood)
February 1 – June 30, 2019
For centuries, the Samurai characterised the history of Japan, not only as warriors, but 
also as a political elite. The myth surrounding them tells of bravery and discipline, of 
loyalty and noble self-sacrifice, but also of betrayal, intrigues and merciless violence. 
Their armaments, made with the highest craftsmanship from precious metals and 
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sumptuous materials, were not only effective protective armour, but also imposing 
status symbols.

In a New Light: Canada and Impressionism
July 19 – November 17, 2019
For the first time in Europe, the Kunsthalle München is presenting masterpieces by
Canadian impressionists from the late 19th to the early 20th century. Their trail leads 
first to Paris, where many Canadian painters were trained. Some remained in Europe, 
whilst others returned to their homeland. In addition to scenes from everyday Canadian
life, they created landscapes in which they captured the unique light and nature of the 
North.

Haus der Kunst (www.hausderkunst.de)

El Anatsui: Triumphant Scale
March 8 – July 28, 2019
The Ghanian sculptor El Anatsui (*1944 in Anyako) is arguably the best-known living 
African artist; the ‘Triumphant Scale’ exhibition in the Haus der Kunst will be covering 
themes and artistic issues from his multi-faceted career which now spans fifty years.

Markus Lüpertz: Die Zone der Malerei (The Zone of Painting)
September 13, 2019 – February 26, 2020
Markus Lüpertz (*1941) is one of the central artist figures of the German post-war 
period. The Haus der Kunst is presenting the artist’s works in a comprehensive solo 
exhibition which captures the various aspects of his specific imagery. 
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Appendix

Exhibitions in the Kunstareal

Alte Pinakothek (www.pinakothek.de)

Utrecht, Caravaggio und Europa (1600 – 1630) 
April 17 – July 21, 2019 
What a shock it must have been for the three young Utrecht painters, Hendrick ter 
Brugghen, Gerard van Honthorst and Dirck van Baburen when they first came across 
the breathtaking and unconventional paintings of Caravaggio in Rome. Described as 
‘fantastical things’, his works were characterised by a new type of realism, impressive 
drama and mysterious lighting effects. They influenced the style of many artists from 
Italy, France, Spain and the Netherlands. The exhibition, developed in collaboration 
with the Centraal Museum in Utrecht, exhibits around 70 works of the most significant 
'Caravaggists', including paintings by Bartolomeo Manfredi, Jusepe de Ribera and 
Valentin de Boulogne.

Anthonis van Dyck
October 25, 2019 – February 2, 2020
Anthonis van Dyck’s artistic beginnings reflected the spirit of the famous Peter Paul 
Rubens, his equally admired but almost all-powerful role model. Early accounts attest 
to his intense focus but also to uphill struggles. It was only when he settled in Italy, and 
under the influence of the Venetian paintings of Tizian and Tintoretto, that van Dyck 
eventually found his own way.

Pinakothek der Moderne (Picture Gallery of Modern Art) 
(www.pinakothek.de)

Pinakothek der Moderne: Die Neue Sammlung – The Design Museum

Schaudepot
May 1 – December 31, 2019
Die Neue Sammlung is planning a display storeroom which will be open to the public. It
will allow the Design Museum to present its collections more extensively. Like the 
picture sequences on a storyboard, objects will be brought together and various 
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themes visualised. This can involve correlations of both material and form, just as 
much as country-specific issues or period styles. The visitors therefore not only gain an
insight into the collection history of the oldest design museum in the world, but also into
the substantive issues of modern and contemporary design.

Sound of Design
February 21 – December 31, 2019
When used, all objects create noises which can become unmistakeable distinguishing 
features. The range extends from a telephone ringing, to a car engine humming, right 
through to the tapping of a keyboard. To integrate this acoustic dimension of the 
exhibition items into their presentation in the future, the collection is being extended to 
include sounds. The sound becomes part of the multimedia visitor experience and 
brings the objects to life. The exhibition will be open to the public to try out from 
December 2018 and will gradually be extended after this.

Reflex Bauhaus. 40 Objects – 5 Conversations
February 8, 2019 – December 31, 2020
On the occasion of the 100th birthday of the Bauhaus movement, Die Neue 
Sammlungis showcasing an exhibition which discusses the current significance of the 
Reform School and points out the museum’s own links to the Bauhaus movement.
In collaboration with the artist, Tilo Schulz, a room installation has been created which 
interlocks 40 historical objects and five contemporary reception options. The designer 
Ayzit Bostan, the lyricist Barbara Köhler, the architect Anupama Kundoo, the composer 
Junya Oikawa and the artist Sofie Thorsen have been invited to develop an 
independent work by each entering into a dialogue with one Bauhaus object.

Schmuckismus (Jewelleryism)
March 16 – June 16, 2019
At the invitation of Die Neue Sammlung, Karen Pontoppidan, Professor of Jewellery at 
the Akademie der Bildenden Künste (Academy of Fine Arts), is curating the exhibition. 
It deals with the significance of author jewellery as the reflection of a critical discourse. 
In the works of the current generation of artists, jewellery is used directly as a tool for 
reflecting on societal issues. Themes such as ecology, the consumer society or 
feminism are expressed directly through the medium of jewellery.
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Thonet & Design
May 17, 2019 – February 2, 2020
From a one-man business to a global company: 200 years of furniture design are 
reflected upon using the history of the Thonet family company which was established in
1819. The pioneering achievements of antiquity – new technologies, new design 
options, new sales and marketing methods – are contrasted with the developments of 
the 20th and early 21st century. In addition to the legendary furniture made from curved 
wood – the Viennese coffee-house chairs are famous – the exhibition also presents the
avant-garde steel tube furniture of the Bauhaus designers and the ground-breaking 
designs of modern designers – from Ed Harlis to Verner Panton, through to Norman 
Foster, Stefan Diez, Konstantin Grcic and Sebastian Herkner. The Design Museum 
was able to win the Munich designer, Steffen Kehrle, to design the exhibition.

African Ceramics from the Collection of HRH Duke Franz von Bayern
September 27, 2019 – March 29, 2020
It has been possible to secure more than 1000 African ceramic objects from the 
collection of HRH Duke Franz von Bayern as a donation and long-term loan for Die 
Neue Sammlung – The Design Museum.

Pinakothek der Moderne (Picture Gallery of Modern Art) – Sammlung 
Moderne Kunst (The Modern Art Collection)

Re-Visions
February 28 – November 17, 2019
For four decades, Ann and Jürgen Wilde have compiled a unique collection of modern 
and contemporary photography, which has been affiliated to the Bavarian State 
Painting Collections since 2010 as the Ann and Jürgen Wilde Foundation. On the 
occasion of her birthday, the founder has opened her private collection for the first time.
The ‘Re-visions’ presentation shows Ann Wilde's personal view of photography, from 
the 1920s through to the most recent present, with works by, inter alia, Johanna Diehl, 
Rineke Dijkstra, Marie Jo Lafontaine, Barbara Probst, Alexandra Ranner, Judith Joy 
Ross, Martina Sauter, Eva-Maria Schön, Kathrin Sonntag and Heidi Specker.

Raoul de Keyser – Oeuvre
April 5 – September 8, 2019
Raoul De Keyser is a ‘Painter's Painter’. Paintings by De Keyser are, in all phases, an
evocation of the medium and refer to sections of the immediate living environment. In 
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the search for the essential, De Keyser is a representative of late Modernism, whose 
work captivates with humour, the desire for play and laconism.

Aenne Biermann. Vertrautheit mit den Dingen (Familiarity with Things)
July 12 – October 13, 2019
For the self-taught artist, Aenne Biermann (1898-1933), the camera was a means of 
getting closer to the things and situations in her living environment. From the middle of 
the 1920s, she generated unknown and unexpected views of everyday experiences 
and occurrences with her photographs. Her oeuvre, which she created in just a few 
years, is today regarded as one of the principle works of the photography of the New 
Vision and New Objectivity movements. The exhibition encompasses approximately 
100 original photographs from the collections of the Ann and Jürgen Wilde Foundation, 
and is supplemented by documents and archive material which illustrate the artist’s 
work and career.

Pinakothek der Moderne (Picture Gallery of Modern Art) – Staatliche 
Graphische Sammlung München (The State Graphic Collection in Munich) 

Einblattholzschnitte des 15. Jahrhunderts (Single-Sheet Woodcuts of the 15th 
Century)
June 27 – September 22, 2019
The Staatliche Graphische Sammlung München houses one of the world’s most 
important collections of German single-sheet woodcuts of the 15th century. The first 
European woodcuts were created around 1400. Although the process for printing on 
fabrics was already known, it was now, for the first time, used for image printing on the 
new carrier, paper, and allowed an inexpensive multiplication of image inventions in 
larger quantities.

In the frame: Rembrandt – Graphic Highlights of the Münchner Sammlung 
(Munich Collection) 
September 27 – October 20, 2019
The Staatliche Graphische Sammlung München is using the 350th anniversary of the 
death of Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn (1606-1669) as an opportunity to host a 
concentrated show of exquisite drawings and etchings from its own collection. The 14 
drawings by Rembrandt’s own hand, which are housed in Munich, as well as a 
representative selection of outstanding etchings, provide a feast for the eyes in 
honourof the grand master of graphic arts.
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Pinakothek der Moderne (Picture Gallery of Modern Art) – 
Architekturmuseum der TU München (Museum of Architecture of the 
Technical University of Munich)

Zugang für alle: São Paulos soziale Infrastrukturen (Accessible for Everyone: 
São Paulos Social Infrastructures)
June 13 – September 8, 2019
Like many megacities, São Paulo, which currently has over 20 million inhabitants in its 
urban area, faces complex problems in the future; extreme traffic volume, air pollution, 
water supplies and informal settlements. At the same time, the infrastructure, which 
aims to create fair and inclusive places for urban society, has been being planned and 
built in the city for decades. The exhibition presents these buildings and projects and 
shows their opportunities and potential.

Balkrishna Doshi – Architecture for the People
October 17, 2019 – January 19, 2020
Balkrishna V. Doshi (*1927 in Pune, India) is an architect, urban planner and teacher. 
He numbers among the most influential pioneers of modern architecture in India. His 
life’s work was honoured with the Pritzker Prize in 2018, the world’s most prestigious 
award for architecture. Doshi became internationally known for his visionary urban 
planning and social housing projects, as well as his strong commitment to education. 
His understanding of architecture is strongly influenced by Le Corbusier and Louis 
Kahn, with whom he worked as a young architect. Doshi’s complete works will be 
shown for the first time this year in a retrospective in Europe.

Museum Brandhorst (Brandhorst Museum) (www.museum-brandhorst.de)

Forever Young
May 24, 2019 – April 15, 2020
The Museum Brandhorst was opened on May 18, 2009. Since then, its collection has 
grown from just under 700 to more than 1,200 works. The museum has the largest 
collection in Europe of the works of Andy Warhol and Cy Twombly. The works of 
Warhol, Twombly, Jean-Michel Basquiat and Sigmar Polkes have been supplemented 
by key works by artists Ed Ruscha, Keith Haring, Louise Lawler and Albert Oehlen. In 
addition, significant works of contemporary art – from Seth Price and Wolfgang 
Tillmans, to Charline von Heyl and Laura Owens, have been included in the collection.
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Lenbachhaus (www.lenbachhaus.de)

Natur als Kunst (Nature as Art). Landschaft im 19. Jahrhundert in Malerei und 
Fotografie (Landscape in the 19th Century in Painting and Photography)
March 19 – August 18, 2019
Around 1800, new motifs, techniques and working conditions were becoming effective 
for the way nature was depicted in paintings. In this exhibition, the Christoph Heilmann 
Collection with its broad range of European landscape paintings immediately finds 
inspiring neighbours in two different ways. It is presented in the context of the 
museum’s own collection of German landscape painting of the 19th century. At the 
same time, the life-like oil sketches from the collection of the Christoph Heilmann 
Foundation and the early landscape photography from the Münchner Stadtmuseum 
(Munich City Museum) come together in an unusual Munich-based ‘summit meeting’.  

Further Exhibitions in Munich 2019

Bayerische Staatsbibliothek (Bavarian State Library) 
(www.bsb-muenchen.de)

Gott, die Welt und Bayern (God, the World and Bavaria). 100 Treasures from the 
Regional State Libraries of Bavaria
October 17, 2018 – July 7, 2019
From October 2018, and for the first time, the ten regional state libraries of Bavaria are 
presenting their collection highlights and treasures in the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in
Munich in the form of a major exhibition.
In its two treasuries, the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek is displaying a total of around one 
hundred treasures in three time blocks.
Medieval manuscripts, incunabula, precious prints, map series, globes, posters, letters 
and much more will be on show here. The absolute highlights include what is known 
asthe ‘Lorscher Arzneibuch’ (Lorscher Pharmacopoeia) from the 9th century; the 
World Chronicles of Hartmann Schedel of 1492; a Gutenberg bible from 1454/55; 
the ‘Hexenhammer’ (Hammer of the Witches) of 1496 replete with handwritten 
evidence of a witch-burning which has not been documented anywhere else; what is 
known as a ‘Lafreri Atlas’ from the 16th century and a first edition of Nicholas 
Copernicus’ ‘De revolutionibus orbium coelestium’ from 1543.
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Bavaria Filmstadt (Bavaria Film Studios) (www.filmstadt.de)
The Bavaria Filmstadt is celebrating its centenary! For this reason, the ‘Bullyversum’ 
located there (indoor film discovery world from Michael Bully Herbig’s world of ideas) 
has made way for a special exhibition on the history of the Bavarian Hollywood which 
starts on March 2, 2019.

Münchner Stadtmuseum (Munich City Museum) 
(www.muenchner-stadtmuseum.de)

Jugendstil skurril. (Whimsical Art Nouveau). Carl Strathmann
March 15 – September 22, 2019
Carl Strathmann’s art is droll, bizarre and original. It always manages to defy any form 
of categorisation. With an attention to detail which was deeply fond of ornamentation, 
the art nouveau artist created peculiar worlds from caricature-like fairy tales, fantastic 
floral still-lifes and landscapes, symbolistic images of salons and applied art designs.

Deutsches Museum (www.deutsches-museum.de)

Kosmos Kaffee
July 4, 2019 – May 31, 2020
The special exhibition entitled ‘Kosmos Kaffee’ (Cosmos Coffee), planned for spring 
2019 in the Deutsches Museum, will devote itself to this fascinating luxury stimulant 
and address it from a scientific and sensuous perspective. The diverse contrasts and 
interrelations which are inherent to coffee will be the focal point of the exhibition: On 
the one hand, highly-engineered and economised, on the other, a natural product 
which is today still the result of manual labour; on the one hand, an everyday 
indulgence, on the other, a culturally-loaded consumer product with a social-
revolutionary history.
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Villa Stuck (www.villastuck.de)

Koloman Moser. Universal artist between Gustav Klimt and Josef Hoffmann.
May 23 – September 15, 2019
On the occasion of the centenary of his death, Villa Stuck is honouring Koloman Moser 
(1868-1918), who was one of the major visionaries of the Wiener Moderne (Viennese 
Modernist Age). As a universal artist, Moser mastered the disciplines of painting, 
graphic design, applied arts and interior design, just as much as fashion and stage 
design. He is regarded as one of the most important pioneers of the Viennese 
Modernist Age and as the most influential artist of the Viennese art nouveau 
movement. Alongside Gustav Klimt and Josef Hoffmann, he is one of the leading 
artistic personalities showcased in the Viennese Spring of Art.

Comicfestival München (Munich Comic Festival) 
(www.comicfestival-muenchen.de)
June 20 – June 23, 2019
The Comicfestival München is only held in uneven years, and numerous publishing 
houses present their new titles there. Matthias Schultheiss will receive the ‘Peng! Prize’
for his life’s work. The illustrator and author was the first German comic artist to 
successfully publish comics abroad. A key topic will be ‘40 Years of the Satirical 
Magazine, Titanic’. Before the festival starts, an exhibition on this topic will be shown in 
the Valentin-Karlstadt-Musäum (Valentin Karlstadt Museum). In the Amerikahaus 
(‘America House’), the ‘80th birthday of Batman’ will be celebrated with an exhibition. 
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Background

München Tourismus is the city’s central tourist organisation and is part of the City of 
Munich’s Department of Labour and Economic Development. München Tourismus 
works with its business partners in the private sector and the tourist organisation 
München TIM e.V. to develop marketing and PR campaigns and tourism products in a 
bid to establish Munich as a destination on the international travel market. The 
strategy for achieving this aim is defined by the Tourismuskommission 
München, a joint undertaking between the city council and the local tourist 
industry. The objective of the partners involved in this collaboration is to 
promote quality tourism in Munich. This safeguards the quality of a stay and the 
quality of life in the city, and ensures acceptance of tourism among the 
population. München Tourismus acts as a centre of expertise, knowledge and 
innovation within Munich’s tourism industry; as a link to regional and supra-
regional tourist organisations (TOM, BayTM, DZT, MC and many more); and as 
a professional, neutral advisor to the tourist industry.

Printable photos for tourist reporting about Munich are available at www.einfach-
muenchen.de/fotoservice and ready to download.
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