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Munich Christkindlmarkt  
Christmas Market – the original
The market on Marienplatz – known as the Christkindl-
markt in German – is Munich’s oldest Christmas market.

Its roots are thought to date back to the Nicholas markets 
held in the 14th century: the first mention in town records  
relates to a market known as the Nikolaidult held on Kaufin-
gerstrasse near the Schönen Turm tower in 1642.

With the Enlightenment, the Nikolaimarkt was renamed the 
Christmarkt in 1806 and, after much moving around, in 1972 
took up its permanent home in the heart of the city as the 
‘Münchner Christkindlmarkt‘. 

With the 30-metre Christmas tree fully decked out and  
shining with the light of 2,500 candles, the scent of sweet, 
spiced Glühwein drifting on the air and sparkling tinsel 
catching the eye everywhere you look, the atmosphere in  
the state capital of Munich well and truly captures the magic 
of the festive period.

Dear Munich Christkindlmarkt 
visitors,

When the lights are gleaming  
on the Christmas tree in Munich’s 
Marienplatz, and cloves and  
cinnamon are scenting the air,  
it must be that time again: Advent 
is arriving at the heart of Munich. 
For your safety, the Christkindl-
markt will have more space  
this year and will be extended  

throughout the entire pedestrian zone. This will allow for 
more airflow between stalls and ensure less crowding and 
more enjoyment for you.

With its festive glitter, lights and mouthwatering aromas, 
the Christkindlmarkt invites visitors to enjoy a stroll, tempt-
ing their taste buds with Glühwein (mulled wine), Bratapfel 
(baked apple) and other treats – making it the perfect way to 
slow down and take some time out from the whirlwind of 
everyday life. 

Browsing the stalls, you are certain to find the most beauti- 
ful baubles for your tree, as well as delightful Christmas  
presents for everyone you know.

My personal tip: head to the Kripperlmarkt (nativity market) 
and browse the wide range of handcrafted items on sale  
there. You‘re certain to find the right-sized sheep you need, 
the lightbulb for the shepherds’ fire or the Angel Gabriel 
you’ve been seeking for your crib. 

Speaking of angels, have you noticed the smaller and larger 
angels with the little golden wings and the sparkling robes? 
They live at the Himmelswerkstatt – a workshop at the  
Rathaus (Town Hall) where children aged six to twelve can 
give their creativity free rein.

And there’s more good news: the winter specialities, culinary 
highlights and exquisite handicrafts will continue to delight 
your senses even after the Christmas season, as the city’s 
first ever Neujahrsmarkt (New Year’s Market) will begin on  
27 December 2021 and run until 9 January 2022, spreading  
a little winter cheer during the dark season. 

There are undoubtedly a thousand other great reasons to 
come and visit our Christkindlmarkt as well.
See you there soon!

Clemens Baumgärtner
Head of the Department of Labour  
and Economic Development
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Probably Germany’s largest Kripperlmarkt (Nativity market) 
takes place beside St. Peter’s Church, just a short walk 
from Marienplatz. You’ll find everything you need here to 
make a real nativity scene, such as the lantern for the sta-
ble, the chaff for the ox and donkey, and the gifts brought 
by the Three Kings.

Nativity scenes have a long tradition in Munich. The first  
independent Kripperlmarkt took place in 1757 from the 1st  
Advent to Epiphany.

The Stalls 
The Kripperlmarkt has 12 stalls dedicated exclusively to 
mangers, nativity figures and accessories. Almost every mar-
ket stand has a different range of products on offer, from the 
large oriental showpiece nativity set to the Alpine mini version.

Special products

• Handmade nativity sets manufactured according to  
ancient family traditions and designs in Alpine, Bavarian  
and oriental styles

• A wide range of mangers, e.g. oriental mangers, Artis 
mangers, pine and fir wood mangers, Kostner mangers, 
Grödner mangers, famous collectors’ sets, hand-carved 
and painted pine wood mangers

• Nativity figures and other products made of maple, oak, 
lime or pine wood by selected carvers from Val Gardena  
in South Tyrol in different stylistic directions. Nativity  
figures dressed in fabric or coated and painted (heads, 

1 Nativity Market
hands and feet carved in wood and painted, body made  
of movable material). Figures can also be customised  
with other clothing, wool sheep and handmade ‘Marolin‘ 
nativity figures (papier-mâché) from Thuringia

• Large range of angels, e.g. cherubs, angel heads, stand-
ing angels and Gloria angels

• Wooden figures like Madonnas, patron saints, holy and  
profane figures, crucifixes and annual figures for collectors’ 
nativity sets

• Nativity accessories like fountains, campfires, piles of 
wood, miniature containers made of metal, wood or clay, 
sheep wagons, rakes, pitchforks and other farming tools – 
also made by hand

• Electronic items for nativity sets (lanterns, plugs, wires, 
bulbs and transformers) and spare parts – nativity lighting 
also suitable for the USA

• Decorations made of natural materials like moss, lichen, 
bark, straw, hay, sand, etc. 

Service

•  Repairs, restorations and products tailored to customer  
requests

• Advice is partially offered in other languages (EN, FR, ES, IT)

Munich Nativity Trail 
28 November 2021 – 2 Feb. 2022 
Walk to the various nativity scenes on display  
in the churches around the city centre 
www.muenchner-krippenfreunde.de
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Children’s Christmas Workshop2

Wonderful arts and crafts for the festive season: Children 
aged 6-12 can roll their own candles, design Christmas cards 
and enjoy lots more activities at the “Himmelswerkstatt” in 
the town hall. There is an array of glittering robes and angel 
wings available if you fancy making your look a bit more angelic.

Standard social distancing and hygiene regulations also 
apply in the Himmelswerkstatt. You can find more infor-
mation about registering and the hygiene measures in 
place at 
www.christkindlmarkt-muenchen.de

25 November to 12 December, 2021 

Christmas Tours

Führungen bekommen 
ganze Seite!

Lichterglanz & Weihnachtszauber (bright lights  
& Christmas magic) – a heavenly tour of Munich

Get yourself in the Christmas mood with this tour of the  
Altstadt old town area, where you will experience a wonder-
ful atmosphere filled with aromatic almonds and glittering 
lights.

Our guides will not only tell you some interesting facts about 
the history and current form of the Munich Christkindlmarkt 
Christmas market, but also introduce you to some of our sea-
sonal customs. What’s more, there will be a little surprise for 
you at the end!

For individual guests (every Saturday from  
27 November, 2021 to 8 January, 2022, at 4 pm)
Book at: www.einfach-muenchen.de/guides or in 
a Tourist Information office (Marienplatz and Hauptbahnhof)

For groups (up to 15 people, can be booked daily)
Book at: www.einfach-muenchen.de/gruppenfuehrungen
Email: tourismus.guides@muenchen.de

Münchner Kindl Tour by lantern light

Explore the city’s most important sights with a real Munich 
original. 

For individual guests (every Friday at 7:15 pm)
Book at: www.einfach-muenchen.de/guides or in 
a Tourist Information office (Marienplatz and Hauptbahnhof)

In collaboration with the Kindermuseum München 
(Munich Children’s Museum) 
www.kindermuseum-muenchen.de

Information and registration 
Start: 2:30 pm and 4:30 pm daily
Duration: approx. 1.5 hours per session.

Registration 
Free of charge, subject to mandatory registration at  
www.kindermuseum-muenchen.de or +49 89 / 540 464 40.  
Limited number of places available! Group registration possible.

Meeting Point 
Meet 10 minutes before start time in front of the Rathaus  
gate (at the Fischbrunnen fountain). 
Entry and tour of the Himmelswerkstatt will take place in  
compliance with legally mandated Covid-19 measures.
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However cold and dark it is outside, the candlelight and 
sounds of seasonal festivities are sure to warm the hearts  
of all who enter the city’s churches. They can look forward to 
festive Christmas services, children’s Christmas masses and 
nativity plays.
www.muenchen.de/themen/glaube-kirche

Festive church services

‘Packerlbus‘3

The ‘Packerlbus‘ is provided by Munich’s transport  
association, offering storage space for shopping bags. 
 

Location: Next to the Deutsches Jagd- und Fischereimuseum 
(German Museum of Hunting and Fishing) on Augustiner-
strasse / end of Kaufingerstrasse. 
 

Saturdays,  11 am – 8 pm
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General
Information

Opening hours  
Mon -Sat  10 am – 9 pm 
Sun   10 am – 8 pm 
24 December  10 am – 2 pm

Organiser
City of Munich
Department of Labour and Economic Development
Herzog-Wilhelm-Strasse 15, D–80331 Munich
Email: veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de
Market Administration, Tel.: +49 (0)89 233-82805

Getting there via public transport
There is nowhere to park around Marienplatz.  
Please use public transport.

Wheelchair-friendly Christmas market
www.muenchen-tourismus-barrierefrei.de

Programme subject to change.  
No responsibility can be assumed for the accuracy  
of this information.

München Tourismus, Service Centre
Phone: +49 (0)89 233-96 500 (Mon-Fri)
Email: tourismus.gs@muenchen.de
www.simply-munich.com

Tourist information offices
in the Rathaus (Town Hall) on Marienplatz 
and at the Hauptbahnhof (Luisenstrasse 1) 
are open daily during the Christkindlmarkt. 
For opening times, please check 
www.christmasmarket-munich.com

Market management would  
like you to note that:  
 
•  General hygiene and safety measures apply 
•  You will find the latest coronavirus information  
 relating to the Münchner Christkindlmarkt at 
 www.christmasmarket-munich.com

For the first time in 2021/ 
2022: Neujahrsmarkt (New 
Year’s Market) in Munich
After a well-earned Christmas break, many of the traders 
from the Christkindlmarkt will be back again from 27 Decem-
ber 2021, inviting you to wander, browse and enjoy their 
stalls in the heart of the city until 9 January 2022. The Neu-
jahrsmarkt is an unmissable opportunity for devoted Christ-
kindlmarkt lovers as well as anyone whose Christmas season 
was too busy to get to Marienplatz before the big day. 
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 Find the latest information online at  
 www.christmasmarket-munich.com
www.facebook.com/muenchner.christkindlmarkt
www.instagram.com/muenchen
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