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(29 July 2020) What is it about Munich that makes tourists flock here from all over the 

world? Well, it’s the incomparable mix of cosmopolitanism and tradition; high-tech living

and down-to-earth locals; innovation and a charming self-composure. Home to 1.54 

million people, the state capital of Bavaria has everything a visitor could dream of for a 

perfect trip: A diverse arts and cultural scene, limitless sports and shopping facilities, 

lively bars and a thriving night-life, a colourful array of restaurants, and an excellent 

public transport network.The city garnered its status as a top spot for leisure and 

recreation thanks its countless green oases, including the Englischer Garten, Isar 

floodplains, and various palace gardens, as well as its proximity to the Alps and lakes 

of Upper Bavaria. 

Munich is famous around the world as a hub of art, culture and knowledge. Three 

world-class orchestras, huge music festivals, outstanding opera and concert venues 

and a world-renowned club scene reflect the wide array of musical genres on offer, 

ranging from classical and jazz, to rock, pop and avant-garde. Munich is home to over 

60 museums and exhibition spaces. 

An ever-growing world-class art district attracts art lovers from all over the world. 

Featuring an impressive, colourful façade, Museum Brandhorst houses a highly 

regarded collection of modern art, making it the perfect accompaniment to the three 

Munich – traditional, dynamic, creative – it’s
all in the mix!
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Pinakothek museums. The new Staatliche Museum Ägyptischer Kunst (State Museum 

of Egyptian Art) opened its doors to visitors in 2013 while the Lenbachhaus gallery has 

already been open for almost four years following its renovations and expansion. When

the Documentation Centre for the History of National Socialism opened in Munich in 

2015, the city became home to a central hub of learning and memorial, reminding 

visitors of the crimes committed by the Nazi dictatorship and encouraging them to think

about their causes, forms and impact on life today.

Anyone looking for a hands-on experience with the past and future of technology 

should visit the Deutsches Museum and its two separate branches in the city, the 

Verkehrszentrum (Transport Centre) at Theresienhöhe and Flugwerft Schleissheim 

aviation museum in northern Munich. Fans of cars and the relationship between 

technology and design should make their way to BMW Welt and the accompanying 

museum dedicated to the Munich-based car maker.

Visitors to Münchner Stadtmuseum (Munich City Museum) and its permanent exhibition

“Typically Munich” gain a deeper insight into the history of the city. More history from 

the royal city and its 700 years under the ruling Wittelsbacher dynasty is presented at 

the Residenz palace, the Wittelsbach family’s city home. The neighbouring Alte Hof, the

Wittelsbach family’s first seat in the city, is even older and now houses the Info Point for

Bavaria’s museums. A short multimedia show in the building’s museum takes you 

through the history of the Wittelsbach dynasty. Without a doubt the most famous 

member of the Bavarian royal family is the fairytale king Ludwig II, who entered the 

world in the rooms of Schloss Nymphenburg (Nymphenburg Palace), the Wittelsbach 

family’s summer residence in Munich. 

As well as the city’s rich culture, locals also love a bit of sport. Tennis or ice hockey, 

swimming or rowing, marathon running or cycling, golf or football, there is no end to the

passion for sport in this city, which hosted the 1972 Summer Olympic Games and 2006

football World Cup. The Olympic Park and its venues are still used for a wide range of 
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activities to this day, be it casual sport, major sporting events, concerts, festivals or 

simply a spot of relaxation in the fresh air while enjoying a view of the spectacular 

canopied roofs. Munich’s Allianz Arena is one Europe’s most state-of-the-art and 

unusual stadium venues. The outer walls and roof over the seating ring are covered in 

thousands of diamond-shaped air pockets, which light up in red and white, FC Bayern’s

team colours. Any sports fans keen on their fitness will love the wide array of 

opportunities on offer at the city’s many popular sports festivals, its large parks, 

swimming pools and ice rinks.

And, last but not least, Munich is also a haven for shoppers with its chic fashion 

boutiques and designer outlets, trendy ateliers, huge department stores, unique 

antiques stores and excellent book shops. The city centre is the ideal place to combine 

sightseeing and shopping with a trip to a café or restaurant, with all attractions within 

easy reach on foot. 

The range of eateries on offer span from world-famous award-winning restaurants to 

snack stands at Viktualienmarkt and traditional taverns.

The best place to savour traditional Bavarian cooking and a nice cool beer is the shade

of the chestnut trees at one of Munich’s many beer gardens. These venues bring 

together tourists and locals, cultivate old friendships and help to forge new ones. The 

tradition of beer gardens in Munich dates back to over 200 years ago and they are now

seen as the epitome of the Bavarian lifestyle.
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Munich’s top 10 attractions

Frauenkirche church, www.muenchner-dom.de

Marienplatz square and the Glockenspiel, www.muenchen.de

Viktualienmarkt with its may pole and beer garden, 

www.viktualienmarkt-muenchen.de

Schloss Nymphenburg (Nymphenburg Palace) and Residenz palace, 

www.schloesser.bayern.de

Olympic Park, www.olympiapark.de

Pinakothek museums, www.pinakothek.de

Deutsches Museum (German Museum), www.deutsches-museum.de

Allianz Arena, www.allianz-arena.de

BMW Welt, www.bmw-welt.com

Hofbräuhaus, www.hofbraeuhaus.de
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Background 

München Tourismus is the city’s central tourist organisation and is part of the City of 

Munich’s Department of Labour and Economic Development. München Tourismus 

works with its business partners in the private sector and the tourist organisation 

München TIM e.V. to develop marketing and PR campaigns and tourism products in a 

bid to establish Munich as a destination on the international travel market. The strategy

for achieving this aim is defined by the Tourismuskommission München, a joint 

undertaking between the city council and the local tourist industry. 

Pictures: We can provide you with free photographic material to professionally 

illustrate your reporting on Munich: Please visit: www.simply-munich.com/photoservice
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