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(Feb 20, 2019) In Munich throughout the year there are always times and occasions for

celebrating. The fairs, whether large like the Oktoberfest (October Festival) or small like

the Magdalenenfest (Mary of Magdalene Festival) attract many visitors with their typical

Munich charm and endearing characteristics. The fairs often come with markets 

attached and are therefore particularly attractive. At Advent time, many atmospheric 

Christmas markets, each with their own individual character, invite you to visit them.

Frühlingsfest (Spring Festival)

The Munich fair season begins with the Frühlingsfest on the Theresienwiese 

(meadow), where Munich sideshow operators offer 17 days of funfair entertainment 

after the winter season. More than 100 showmen with many attractions are 

represented at the Frühlingsfest. In addition to various snack stands, there is a beer 

tent and wheat beer garden to cater for culinary delights. The fair shows its family-

friendly side by offering two family days with reduced prices. Traditionally during the 

Frühlingsfest, a large flea market is held on the Theresienwiese, this year on Saturday, 

27th April, 2019 from 7am.

Dates: April 26 to May 12, 2019, Frühlingsfest

27.04.2019, from 7am Flea Market

Information: Veranstaltungsgesellschaft der Münchner Schausteller (VMS),
PO Box 701963, 81319 Munich, Tel: +49 89 69759393, Fax: +49 89 69759394,

E-mail: vms@muenchner-volksfeste.de, Internet: www.muenchner-volksfeste.de

Contact: Department of Labor and Economic Development
München Tourismus, Trade & Media Relations
Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 15, 80331 München, Tel.: +49 89 233-30246
Email: tourismus.sales@muenchen.de, www.simply-munich.com

Fairs and markets in Munich

mailto:vms@muenchner-volksfeste.de
http://www.muenchner-volksfeste.de/
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The Auer Dulten Markets (traditional annual markets)

On Mariahilfplatz square in the Munich district of Au, the Auer Dult market invites you 

three times a year for nine days each time to wander around and have a good look, eat

and drink, enjoy yourself and go shopping. The market which is steeped in tradition, 

very similar to a fair and which has been documented since the Middle Ages, is 

organised by the Department of Labor and Economic Development of the state capital 

of Munich. On just under 22,000 square metres of fairground, the Dult forms an island 

in the heart of the city where pleasure and conviviality reign supreme. What is probably

Europe’s largest crockery market, the streets of junk dealers and specialists, the 

Russian Wheel, children’s carousel and much more are very enticing for visitors. With 

the Mai-Dult (May Fair) the municipal fair and market season begins, the Jakobi-Dult 

(Jakobi Fair) then takes place in July and the roundel concludes with the Kirchweih-

Dult (Kirchweih Fair) in October.

Dates: 

Maidult April 27 – May 5, 2019

Business hours daily 10am – 8pm

Sideshows daily 10.30am – 8pm

Jakobidult July 27 – August 4, 2019

Business hours daily 10am – 8pm

Sideshows daily 10.30am – 8pm

Kirchweihdult October 19 – October 27, 2019

Business hours daily 10am – 7pm

Sideshows daily 10.30am – 7pm

Information: Department of Labor and Economic Development of the State Capital of 

Munich,

Tel: +49 89 233-82805 and -82811 (press), Fax: +49 89 233- 82800

E-mail: veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de

Internet: www.auerdult.de

Contact: Department of Labor and Economic Development
München Tourismus, Trade & Media Relations
Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 15, 80331 München, Tel.: +49 89 233-30246
Email: tourismus.sales@muenchen.de, www.simply-munich.com

mailto:veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de
http://www.auerdult.de/
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Stadtgründungsfest (Founding of the City Fair)

Every year the state capital celebrates the anniversary of the foundation of the city of 

Munich, which was documented in the “Augsburger Vergleich” (Augsburg Compromise)

agreement by Emperor Friedrich Barbarossa on June 14, 1158 with a large city festival.

For two days, the party mile between Marienplatz (main square) and Odeonsplatz 

(square) becomes a meeting point for Munich citizens. On the show stage on 

Marienplatz (main square) and in the Handwerkerdorf (artisans’ village), in the 

Children’s Kingdom of the Alter Hof (Old Court), in the Rosenstraße (Rose Street), in 

the pedestrian zone and on the boulevards lined with craftsmen, a diverse programme 

of events offers something for everyone: Bavarian customs and Irish folklore, 

VolXmusik (crossover of traditional folk music and elements of jazz, hip-hop, pop or 

reggae) and bigband sound, Munich history and traditional stories, it is all about 

partying and joining in. Well-known artists who want to become even more famous 

congratulate the city on the River Isar by performing. The Department of Labor and 

Economic Development of the State Capital of Munich organises and hosts the 

birthday of the city.

Dates: June 15 and 16, 2019

Information: The Department of Labor and Economic Development of the State Capital 

of Munich,

Tel: +49 89 233-82804 und -82811 (press), Fax: +49 89 233- 82800

E-mail: veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de

Internet: www.stadtgruendungsfest-muenchen.de

Magdalenenfest

The Magdalenenfest, which takes place every year in July in the Hirschgarten (Deer 

Garden), is an insider’s tip among Munich Fairs. Situated in an idyllic location in the 

park and directly beside one of the largest beer gardens in the city, the small fair, which

also boasts a market, offers around 35 fairground stalls for visitors to enjoy and 25 

market traders, who hold a select range of goods from saucepans through to 

wickerwork. Visitors can feast on pork sausages or Steckerlfisch (fish grilled on a small 

Contact: Department of Labor and Economic Development
München Tourismus, Trade & Media Relations
Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 15, 80331 München, Tel.: +49 89 233-30246
Email: tourismus.sales@muenchen.de, www.simply-munich.com

http://www.stadtgruendungsfest-muenchen.de/
mailto:veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de
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stick) in the shady beer garden just beside the park. Conviviality and a family 

atmosphere make this fair which is steeped in tradition and was first documented in 

1728, a very attractive option, particularly for families.

Dates: July 6 to July 21, 2019

Information: Bayerischer Landesverband der Marktkaufleute und Schausteller 

(Bavarian Regional Association of Market Traders and Sideshow Operators),

Munich District Office, Siegfried Eder

Tel.: +49 89 430 65 81, Fax +49 89 439 39 75

Internet: www.muenchner-volksfeste.de

Summer Festival in the Olympiapark (Olympic Park): “Impark Sommerfestival”

Fun and action await visitors at the summer festival on Coubertinplatz (square) in the 

Olympiapark. Water jousting on the Olympiasee (lake), children’s days and activities for

the little ones, live acts performed by rock bands and jazz musicians from the Munich 

scene at the Theatron music festival as well as sideshows for grown-ups and kids turn 

the Olympiapark into a meeting place for all those who want to enjoy a summer 

vacation at home.

Dates: July 25 – August 18, 2019

Information: Olympiapark GmbH, Tel.: +49 89 30672414, Fax: +49 89 30672222

E-mail info@olympiapark-muenchen.de; Internet: www.olympiapark-muenchen.de

The Munich Oktoberfest

“Ozapft is!” (The barrel is tapped!) exclaims Munich’s Lord Mayor after breaking open 

the first cask of festival beer and thus officially opening the world-famous Oktoberfest. 

For sixteen days (and some years for one or two days more) Munich locals and 

hundreds of thousands of guests from all over the world flock to the “Wiesn”, the 

fairground at the feet of the Bavaria statue. The Oktoberfest originated in 1810 from the

wedding celebrations of Crown Prince Ludwig, who later became King Ludwig I of 

Bavaria, and who married Princess Therese von Saxony-Hildburghausen. The festival 

area in the centre of the city is also named after her: the Theresienwiese (Therese 

Contact: Department of Labor and Economic Development
München Tourismus, Trade & Media Relations
Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 15, 80331 München, Tel.: +49 89 233-30246
Email: tourismus.sales@muenchen.de, www.simply-munich.com

http://www.olympiapark-muenchen.de/
mailto:info@olympiapark-muenchen.de
http://www.muenchner-volksfeste.de/
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Meadow), affectionately shortened to “Wiesn” by locals.

The Oktoberfest is characterised by a distinct mix of high-tech and nostalgia. Around 

80 funfair rides, sideshows and amusement stalls invite you to have a fun-filled day on 

the Wiesn. In addition to the most spectacular large rides, there are also funfair 

attractions, which nowadays can only be found on the Wiesn and which embody a 

vibrant fairground tradition, such as the “Krinoline” (old-fashioned merry-go-round), the 

“Toboggan” and that well-known institution of the Wiesn, the Varieté Schichtl (Schichtl 

Variety Show).

The special Oktoberfest beer brewed by Munich’s six major breweries is served in the

sixteen beer tents that provide a total seating capacity for more than 100,000 guests. 

The beer is the perfect beverage to accompany Bavarian delicacies such as Radi 

(radish), Obatzda (garnished cream cheese), pork sausages, roast chicken or 

Steckerlfisch (fish grilled on a small stick). The ox roasted on a spit in the ox roastery is

another Wiesn speciality. Overall around 85 small and medium-sized caterers invite 

you to have a really good party. Reservations for the beer tents are taken by the Wiesn 

tent operators; the reservation fee includes a voucher for beer and food. A list of the 

tent operators including the phone numbers for making reservations is available online 

at www.oktoberfest.eu. 

In 2019, the “Oide Wiesn” (Vintage Wiesn) again offers visitors the opportunity to 

nostalgically reminisce about the Oktoberfests of past decades. With two festival tents 

and funfair rides from the olden days, the festival area spanning three hectares below 

the Bavaria statue provides a convivial party atmosphere, tradition and customs, 

VolXkultur (modern folk culture) and fairground fun. Entry costs three euros and 

children up to 14 years are admitted free-of-charge.

The parades are a highlight of the Oktoberfest. It kicks off in festive form with the 

Grand Entry to the Wiesn of the festival tent operators, showmen and breweries (the 

first time this happened was in 1887) in beautifully adorned carriages and with splendid

horse-drawn carts affiliated to the specific breweries on the opening Saturday starting 

at 11am. On the following Sunday starting at 10am, the Munich Traditional Costume 

and Marksmen Parade (the first parade was in 1835) proceeds through the city centre 

Contact: Department of Labor and Economic Development
München Tourismus, Trade & Media Relations
Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 15, 80331 München, Tel.: +49 89 233-30246
Email: tourismus.sales@muenchen.de, www.simply-munich.com

http://www.oktoberfest.eu/
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to the festival grounds. The parades take place irrespective of the weather.

Information on parades: Festring München e.V., Oskar-von-Miller-Ring 1, 80333 

Munich, Tel.: +49 89 2608134, Fax: +49 89 263065, E-mail: info@  festring.de  ,

Internet: www.festring.de

Oktoberfest dates: September 21 – October 6, 2019

Information: The Department of Labor and Economic Development of the State Capital 

of Munich,

Tel: +49 89 233-82802 and -82811 (press), Fax: +49 89 233- 82800

E-mail: veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de

Internet: www.oktoberfest.eu

The Munich Christkindlmarkt (Christmas Market)

When it gets dark and the snow on the roofs of the market booths sparkles in

the bright shine of infinite numbers of lights, the Munich Christmas Market around

Marienplatz square is at its most beautiful. Every year Munich locals and their guests 

from near and far allow themselves to be bewitched by the pre-Christmas charm of this

traditional market whose roots are said to go back to the 14th century. The Munich 

Christmas Market is officially opened by the Lord Mayor of the Bavarian

capital and that is when an almost 30-metre high Christmas tree sparkles for the first 

time in the glitter of more than 2,500 lights.

The more than 100 market stands offer a range of classic goods: gingerbread and plum

figures, wooden goods from Oberammergau, South Tyrol and the Erzgebirge 

mountains, Christmas tree decorations both modern and from a bygone era, candles, 

gifts, in short everything that belongs to the Advent season. The Munich Kripperlmarkt 

(Manger Market), a special market within the Munich Christmas Market, is famous. It is 

regarded as one of the largest manger markets in Germany. Here manger builders and 

fans can find everything their hearts desire, from splendid mangers to oxen and 

donkeys in stables. The scent of cinnamon and sizzling roast sausages at the snack 

booths make everyone’s mouths water. Hot mulled wine and freshly roasted almonds, 

Contact: Department of Labor and Economic Development
München Tourismus, Trade & Media Relations
Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 15, 80331 München, Tel.: +49 89 233-30246
Email: tourismus.sales@muenchen.de, www.simply-munich.com

http://www.oktoberfest.eu/
mailto:veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de
http://www.festring-muenchen.de/
mailto:info@festring.de
mailto:info@festring.de
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advent specialties such as spicy nut cookies and gingerbread – also available with 

organically grown ingredients – potato fritters and cheese spätzle are just part and 

parcel of the Christmas market.

For guests to the Munich Christmas Market, which is organized by the Department of 

Labor and Economic Development of the State Capital of Munich, there are various 

service offerings such as the action programme for children “Himmelswerkstatt” 

(Heavenly Workshop), a daily musical supporting programme on the balcony of the 

Rathaus (town hall) (5.30pm daily, Dec. 24 noon), the Christkindl post office, art-

historical and culinary guided tours of the Christmas market, the Krampus Run and the 

Christkindl tram.

Business Hours: Mon-Sat 10am – 9pm

Sun 10am – 8pm

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 10am – 2pm

Dates (anticipated): November 27 – December 24, 2019

Information: The Department of Labor and Economic Development of the State Capital 

of Munich, Tel: +49 89 233-82805 and -82811 (press), Fax: +49 89 233- 82800

E-mail: veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de

Internet: www.christkindlmarkt-muenchen.de

In addition to the original Christmas market on Marienplatz (main square), more than 

20 large and small Christmas markets – each with their own distinct charm – are 

organised and run by private persons and associations all over the city.

Contact: Department of Labor and Economic Development
München Tourismus, Trade & Media Relations
Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 15, 80331 München, Tel.: +49 89 233-30246
Email: tourismus.sales@muenchen.de, www.simply-munich.com

http://www.christkindlmarkt-muenchen.de/
mailto:veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de


Page 8

Background

As a municipal tourism organisation, München Tourismus (the Munich Tourist Board) is 

part of the Department of Labor and Economic Development of the State Capital of 

Munich. Together with its partners from the private business sector and the 

Tourismusinitiative München TIM e.V., München Tourismus develops marketing and PR

measures as well as tourist products to position the destination of Munich as a leader 

among its international competitors. For this purpose, the strategic focus is determined 

by the Munich Tourism Commission, a joint committee of the city council and the local 

tourism industry. The partners in the cooperation are responsible for promoting high-

quality tourism in Munich. This ensures the quality of visitors’ stays and life in general in

the city and preserves the population’s acceptance of tourism. München Tourismus 

functions as a competence, knowledge and innovation centre in the Munich tourism 

industry, as a link to regional and national tourism organisations (TOM, BayTM, DZT, 

MC and many others) and as a professional, neutral advisor to the tourism industry.

Contact person:

Dr. Gabriele Papke

Tel.: +49 89 233-82811

Fax: +49 89 233-82810

E-mail: veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de

www.oktoberfest.eu

www.auerdult.de

www.christkindlmarkt-muenchen.de

To help you illustrate your tourism reporting on Munich professionally, you can 

download printable photos at www.einfach-muenchen.de/fotoservice.

Contact: Department of Labor and Economic Development
München Tourismus, Trade & Media Relations
Herzog-Wilhelm-Str. 15, 80331 München, Tel.: +49 89 233-30246
Email: tourismus.sales@muenchen.de, www.simply-munich.com

http://www.christkindlmarkt-muenchen.de/
http://www.auerdult.de/
http://www.oktoberfest.eu/
mailto:veranstaltungen.raw@muenchen.de

